The  Urban  District  Council  of  Oldbury. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Annual  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1912. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Oldbury  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  1912.  It  will  be  seen  that  steady 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  Health  conditions  of 
the  District.  The  death-rate  is  the  lowest  recorded, 
the  infantile  mortality  is  steadily  being  lessened,  and 
a  general  improvement  in  every  direction  will  be  found 
recorded  in  the  following  pages  of  the  Report. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEO.  B.  BUTTERY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1912  and  previous  five  years. 
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This  Table  is  arranged  to  show  the  gross  births  and  deaths  in  the  district,  and  the  births  and  deaths  properly  belonging  to  it  with  the 

corresponding  rates. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  3548- 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  33,164  ;  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  7,265  ;  Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-5  ;  at  Census  of  1911. 


DEATHS. 

[  he  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  township  was  390, 
which  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  Oldbury.  This  number 
39°  gives  an  annual  death-rate  of  11.7  per  1000  inhabit¬ 
ants.  In  addition,  we  have,  however,  to  include  63  deaths  of 
inhabitants  who  died  outside  our  area,  viz.,  in  West  Brom¬ 
wich  \\  orkhouse,  the  Barnsley  Hall  and  Powick  Asylums,  and 
also  those  at  the  various  hospitals  at  West  Bromwich  and 
Birmingham.  1  his  makes  the  total  number  of  deaths  of  the 
inhabitants  453 — 242  males  and  21 1  females — with  a  death- 
rate  of  13.6  per  1000  per  annum.  We  had  in  our  death  re¬ 
turns  for  the  year  2  deaths  of  tramps  who  had  no  stated 
location,  and  we  had,  therefore,  to  include  them  amongst  our 
deaths,  which  slightly  increased  our  death-rate.  This  nett 
death-rate — 13.6— is  the  lowest  annual  death-rate  ever  known 
in  Oldbury. 
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TABLE  II. —  Causes  of  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  IQI2. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the 
occurring 

subjoined  ages  of  “  Residents  ’’  whether 
within  or  without  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

I  and 

under  2 
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2  and 
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vn 
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ur>  C  ^ 
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under  25 
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m 

T5 

C  u  *- 
rt  <D  rt 
_ 'TD 
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r.  £ 

45  ar>d 

under  65 

years. 

65  and 

•  upwards. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

1  Certified  ... 

All  causes  }  Uncertified  _  _ 

4  S  3 

135 

23 

22 

12 

22 

52 

78 

109 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

I 

I 

Small-Pox 

... 

Measles 

3 

I 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

17 

8 

5 

3 

I 

... 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

... 

I 

Influenza 

3 

.  . . 

. . . 

2 

I 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tubercu- 

2 

1 

I 

losis) 

30 

2 

I 

3 

15 

6 

3 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

12 

6 

2 

I 

2 

I 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

6 

I 

I 

2 

I 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

29 

2 

I 

H 

12 

Rheumatic  Fever 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

34 

I 

2 

6 

13 

I  2 

Bronchitis 

55 

18 

2 

2 

... 

1 

3 

I  [ 

18 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms)... 
Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

37 

I  I 

6 

7 

3 

4 

3 

2 

I 

Organs 

3 

1 

... 

1 

I 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

19 

15 

2 

I 

... 

I 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

I 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

4 

... 

... 

1 

2 

I 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

2 

2 

Disease 

7 

I 

... 

... 

1 

... 

4 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Par- 

. . . 

turition 

Congenital  Debility  and  Mal¬ 
formation,  including  Pre¬ 
mature  Birth 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 

3 

... 

3 

... 

55 

53 

I 

I 

Suicide 

13 

3 

... 

I 

I 

2 

2 

4 

Suicides 

3 

... 

. . . 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases 
Diseases  ill-defined  or  un- 

75 

3 

I 

I 

1 

7 

1  2 

50 

known 

32 

12 

2 

I 

I 

4 

3 

9 

Spasmodic  Croup 

2 

I 

1 

... 

SUB-ENTRIES  ( included 
in  above  figures. ) 

453 

135 

23 

22 

12 

22 

52 

78 

109 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

I 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

133  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  were  registered  nt 
the  district,  and,  in  addition,  2  died  outside  our  area.  These 
bring  our  total  deaths  amongst  infants  up  to  135,  and  give  ari 
infantile  mortality  of  128  per  1000  births,  which  compares  very 
favourably  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  1911,  when  it  was 
154  per  1000  births;  it  is,  in  fact,  the  lowest  but  one  recorded 
in  the  district,  this  exception  being  in  1910,  when  the  mortality 
was  126.3,  which  was  a  record.  Of  these  135  infantile  deaths 
21  were  due  to  premature  birth,  15  others  died  under  one  week 
from  congenital  defects  and  debility,  whilst  3  others  died  from 
suffocation,  viz.,  from  being  overlaid  in  bed  by  the  parent. 
This  latter  is  a  very  painful  and  regrettable  occurrence,  and 
could  be  avoided  if  ordinary  care  was  exercised  by  the  parents. 
Nineteen  deaths  were  due  to  bronchitis  and  11  to  pneumonia. 
These  deaths  from  chest  affections  amongst  infants  could  in 
many  cases  be  avoided  if  those  who  have  the  care  of  children 
would  take  ordinary  precautions  to  protect  them  from  the  incle¬ 
ment  weather,  and  if  they  would  only  obtain  proper  medical 
attention  as  soon  as  the  child  become  ill.  Eight  deaths  wrere 
due  to  whooping  cough,  a  disease  that  is  generally  very  fatal 
amongst  infants  under  one  year,  and  the  remarks  I  have  al¬ 
ready  made  upon  the  subject  of  the  responsibility  of  those 
having  the  care  of  children  apply  here  as  in  the  case  of  bron¬ 
chitis  and  pneumonia.  There  were  18  deaths  due  to  affections 
of  the  alimentary  tract,  as  compared  with  31  in  the  previous 
year.  It  will  be  remembered,  however,  that  in  1912  the 
climatic  conditions  were  much  less  conducive  to  fermentative 
changes  in  food  than  in  the  preceding  year,  whilst  the  com¬ 
parative  absence  of  the  lly  nuisance  had  the  same  effect.  There 
were  12  deaths  from  convulsions,  this  cause  often  being  due 
to  improper  feeding-,  which  we  are  trying  to  avoid  by  the  aid 
of  the  Lady  Health  Missioner,  who  is  constantly  giving  advice 
and  instruction  on  this  very  important  subject.  We  are 
hoping  that  the  experience  of  the  past  year  is  a  good  omen  for 
the  coming  year,  when  we  hope  to  further  reduce  our  infantile 
mortality. 
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TABLE  III. — Injantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1912. 

Deaths  front  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  oj 

Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

Under 

1  week. 

C/5 

4) 

<L> 

N 

2-3  weeks.  I 

- - 1 

C/5 

<U 

<U 

<T) 

1  Total  under 

1  month. 

1-3  months. 

3-6  months. 

6-9  months. 

C/5 

x: 

0 

6 

N 

O' 

Total  Deaths 

under  i  year. 

1  Certified 

All  Causes  • 

37 

6 

8 

4 

55 

26 

27 

15 

1  2 

135 

(  Uncertified 

'Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  ... 

... 

- 

Measles 

I 

I 

Scarlet  Fever... 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

4 

I 

2 

8 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

... 

Erysipelas 

... 

.  .  . 

f  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

I 

3 

. 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

I 

2 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

I 

1 

I 

3 

Convulsions 

I 

2 

2 

r 

D 

4 

0 

I 

12 

Laryngitis 

... 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

I 

5 

2 

6 

3 

3 

19 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

•  •• 

I 

6 

3 

1 

I  I 

Diarrhoea 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

1 

7 

1  Enteritis 

5 

I 

1 

I 

8 

Gastritis 

I 

2 

3 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

I 

I 

Suffocation,  overlying 

I 

I 

2 

. . . 

3 

Injury  at  Birth 

Atelectasis 

f  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

8 

2 

10 

2 

12 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Maras- 

21 

2  I 

2 1 

mus 

7 

I 

3 

1 

12 

5 

2 

1 

20 

Other  Causes 

Poliomyelitis... 

... 

1 

I 

Totals 

37 

6 

8 

4 

55 

26 

27 

15 

12 

1 35 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  1024;  Illegitimate,  30. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of—  Legitimate  Infants,  125  ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  10. 


ZYMOTIC  DEATHS. 

I  he  zymotic  deaths  were  comparatively  few  during1  the 
past  year,  there  being1  only  45,  as  against  153  in  the  previous 
year.  I  lie  zymotic  death-rnte  is  thus  only  1.3,  as  compared 
with  4.8  in  1911.  1  here  was  1  death  from  typhoid  fever,  3 

from  measles,  17  from  whooping  cough,  x  from  diphtheria,  3 
from  influenza,  2  from  erysipelas,  and  19  from  diarrhoea  and 
enteritis.  1  he  two  factors  chiefly  concerned  in  the  production 
of  the  total  of  45  are  whooping  cough  and  diarrhoea,  and  of 
these  the  former  was  very  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

CANCER  MORTALITY. 

Twenty-nine  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  cancer 
and  malignant  disease.  T  he  deaths  from  these  causes  during 
the  year  exceeded  by  5  those  of  1911,  there  being  29  as  com¬ 
pared  with  24,  and  a  mortality  rate  of  .8  as  against  .6.  There 
thus  appears  to  be  a  gradual  increase  of  the  death-rate  from 
this  cause  in  our  locality.  Whether  this  is  more  apparent  than 
real,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  say,  but  it  may  be  that  the  dis¬ 
ease  is  now  more  often  recognised  than  w^as  formerly  the  case. 

PHTHISIS  MORTALITY. 

The  mortality  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  was  higher 
in  1912  than  in  the  previous  year,  although  it  was  not  so  high 
as  in  1910.  The  figures  were  30  deaths  in  1912,  as  against 
24  in  1911,  the  percentage  mortality  being  .9  and  .7  per  1000 
respectively. 

RESPIRATORY  DEATHS  OTHER  THAN 

PHTHISIS. 

The  deaths  attributed  to  bronchitis  vTere  55,  as  against  46 
in  the  previous  year;  the  deaths  from  pneumonia  were  33,  as 
compared  with  46  in  1911.  There  were  3  deaths  from  other 
affections  of  the  organs  of  respiration,  viz.,  pleurisy  and 
laryngitis,  making  in  all  95  deaths  from  these  diseases.  The 
respiratory  mortality  is  practically  the  same  as  in  the  previous 
year,  viz.,  2.8.  Table  III.  shows  that  18  deaths  occurred  in 
children  under  one  year,  and  exactly  the  same  number  occurred 
amongst  persons  above  the  age  of  65  years.  The  next  highest 
number — 1 1 — was  in  persons  between  the  ages  of  45  and  63 
years,  of  this  number  most  approached  the  latter  age.  This 
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Infectious 

Diseases. 


Scarlet  Fever. 


bears  out  our  former  experience  that  chest  affections  generally 
are  much  more  common  and  fatal  at  the  two  extremes  of  life. 
Pneumonia,  however,  seems  to  attack  children  rather  than  old 
people,  as  appears  from  the  fact  that  out  of  the  3 7  deaths  from 
this  cause  24  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  five  years. 
There  were  only  3  deaths  from  pneumonia  in  persons  above  the 
age  of  45  years.  These  figures  bring  out  markedly  the  facts 
that  bronchitis  is  a  disease  of  the  two  extremes  of  life,  whilst 
pneumonia  is  principally  one  of  children  and  young  adults. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  past  year  (excluding  pulmonary  tuberculosis)  is  very  small, 
and,  in  fact,  is  the  smallest  I  have  yet  had  to  record.  The 
total  number  of  cases  reported  to  me  was  121,  and  is  made  up 
as  follows  : — 64  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  24  each  of  diphtheria 
and  erysipelas,  5  of  typhoid  fever,  2  of  puerperal  fever,  and  2 
of  poliomyelitis.  Table  V.  shows  the  weekly  notifications  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  year,  and  indicates  the  period  of  greatest  inci¬ 
dence  of  each  of  the  several  diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Scarlet  fever  has  once  again  been  more  or  less  prevalent 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  but,  as  will  be  seen  from 
Table  V.,  the  far  greater  proportion  occurred  between  the  last 
week  in  September  and  the  third  week  in  December;  in  fact, 
37  of  the  64  cases  reported  during  the  year  occurred  during 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year — 44  of  the  64  cases  occurred  in  the 
two  Warley  Wards,  viz.,  17  in  the  North  and  27  in  the  South, 
the  remaining  20  cases  being  distributed  as  follows  : — 5  in  the 
Langley  Ward,  6  in  Broadwell,  8  in  Central,  and  1  only  in  the 
Rounds  Green  Ward.  The  last  case  was  traced  to  a  child 
being  infected  at  Dudley.  As  in  the  previous  year,  the  greatest 
number  of  the  cases  was  in  Warley  district  or  wards,  and  can 
almost  certainly  be  attributed  to  its  relation  with  Birmingham, 
where  the  disease  has  been  so  rife  during  the  past  year. 
Thirty-five  of  the  64  cases  were  removed  to  the  conjoint  hos¬ 
pital  in  Holly  Lane,  and  all  of  the  cases  were  successfully 
treated,  not  one  being  of  a  fatal  character  ;  in  fact,  there  has 
not  been  one  fatal  case  of  the  64  notified  during  the  year.  This 
cannot  be  considered  otherwise  than  satisfactory.  It  is  the 
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Diphthei  ia. 


phthalmia 

eanotorum. 


fust  year  I  have  known  without  a  death  from  scarlet  fever.  At 
tlie  end  of  the  year  a  most  unfortunate  condition  of  thing's 
occui  red  at  the  hospital  at  Holly  Lane,  and  was  the  cause  of 
a  good  deal  of  inconvenience  in  some  cases.  Owing-  to  a  case 
of  measles  being  imported  into  the  hospital  a  mixed  infection 
occurred,  which  caused  the  hospital  to  be  closed  against  any 
fiesh  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  The  hospital  authorities  decided, 
and  decided  wisely,  to  take  this  course,  and  although  some 
irritation  and  inconvenience  were  experienced,  it  was  the  only 
Proper  course  to  pursue.  The  hospital  has  been  thoroughly 
disinfected,  and  is  now  (February)  open  to  any  new  cases  re¬ 
quiring  admission. 


DIPHTHERIA. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  past  year  in  comparison  with 
1911,  the  numbers  being  24  and  13  respectively.  I  am,  how¬ 
ever,  pleased  to  report  that,  although  the  number  ofcases  noti¬ 
fied  was  so  much  greater,  the  mortality  from  the  disease  was 
considerably  less.  In  1912,  with  24  cases  reported,  only  1 
death  occurred,  whilst  in  1911,  with  only  13  cases,  3  were  of 
a  fatal  character.  I  attribute  this  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
more  general  use  of  anti-toxin  which  now  prevails.  This  re¬ 
sult  fully  justifies  the  action  taken  by  public  authorities  in 
supplying  this  very  important  remedy  free  to  all  medical 
practitioners  who  care  to  apply  for  it.  The  usual  precaution¬ 
ary  measures  were  also  carried  out  in  every  case  reported  to 
me.  Contacts  and  members  of  the  family  where  the  cases 
occurred  were  prohibited  from  attending  school,  and  in  every 
instance  the  house  was  disinfected,  and  all  clothing  and  bed¬ 
ding  was  removed  to  the  steam  disinfector  at  Holly  Lane,  and 
there  thoroughly  treated.  The  cases  were  notified  from  the 
\  arious  wards  as  follows  : — 4  from  Langley,  8  from  Broadwell, 

5  from  Central,  3  from  Rounds  Green,  3  from  Warley  North, 
and  1  from  Warley  South. 

OPHTHALMIA  NEANOTORUM. 

As  you  are  aware,  ophthalmia  neanotorum  was  made  a 
compulsory  notifiable  disease  in  1911.  I  am  pleased  to  say 
there  has  been  no  case  of  this  disease  notified  during  1912. 


TABLE  IV. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  IQI2. 
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Isolation  Hospital  : — Smethwick  and  Oldbury  Con-Joint  Hospital,  Holly  Lane,  Smethwick. 
Isolation  Hospital: — South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small-Pox  Hospital,  Moxley,  Staffs. 
Sanatoria  Sanatoria  Arrangements  not  completed. 
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ENTERIC  OR  TYPHOID  FEVER. 

During-  1912  there  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the 
cases  of  enteric  notified,  being-  5,  against  1 1  in  the  previous 
year;  there  being-  only  1  death  from  the  disease.  Four  of  the 
cases  occurred  in  the  Rounds  Green  district  and  1  in  Warley 
North.  1  he  cases  were  carefully  inquired  into,  but  we  could 
not  trace  them  to  any  cause  whatever.  1  wo  of  the  cases  were 
removed  to  the  General  Hospital,  Birmingham,  under  an  ar¬ 
rangement  between  the  conjoint  Hospital  Committee  and  the 
General  Hospital  Authorities.  The  cases  did  well,  and  the 
arrangement  appears  to  work  out  more  satisfactorily  and  at 
a  less  cost  than  treating  them  at  Holly  Lane.  As  the  time 
goes  on  this  disease  appears  to  be  gradually  disappearing  from 
our  midst,  and  with  the  same  policy  being  carried  out  in  regard 
to  substituting  the  water  carriage  system  for  the  old  privy 
middens  and  paving  of  all  yards,  we  are  hoping  to  entirely  rid 
the  district  of  this  once  fertile  cause  of  our  swollen  death-rate. 

PHTHISIS. 

During  the  year  80  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
notified.  1  his  is  a  considerable  increase  on  former  years,  and 
is  due  to  the  new  regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  making  it  a  compulsory  notifiable  disease.  Table  III.  shows 
where  the  disease  was  most  prevalent,  Warley  North  and  South 
Wards  being  credited  with  32  out  of  the  total  of  80  cases  re¬ 
ported.  1  hese  cases  were  chiefly  amongst  persons  who  were 
employed  in  different  work-places  in  Birmingham,  and  were 
mostly  reported  from  the  General  and  Queen’s  Hospitals. 
Eleven  cases  were  notified  from  Langley,  9  from  Broadwell, 
12  from  the  Central,  and  16  from  Rounds  Green  Wards.  As 
in  the  case  of  Warley,  a  great  number  of  the  cases  were  in 
workers  who  are  employed  in  Birmingham,  and  were  notified 
from  the  same  hospitals  mentioned  above.  The  cases  are 
visited  on  the  receipt  of  the  notification,  except  in  those  cases 
where  we  are  asked  not  to  do  so  by  the  doctor  in  attendance. 

1  he  patients  are  fully  instructed  what  precautions  are  neces¬ 
sary  to  prevent  infecting  other  members  of  the  family,  and 
printed  instructions  are  also  given  them  to  carry  out  the  sim-- 
gestions  made  personally.  Several  of  the  patients  have  heen 
sent  to  the  Sanatorium  at  Knightwick,  and  each  case  has  re¬ 
ceived  more  or  less  benefit  by  the  treatment  received  there. 
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During  the  year  there  have  been  constant  negotiations  proceed¬ 
ing  between  the  Oldbury  Authority  and  Smethwick  and  the 
County  Council  with  the  Local  Government  Board  for  the  sana¬ 
torium  treatment  of  all  cases  of  tuberculosis  suitable  for  such 
treatment.  It  is  hoped  that  very  shortly  definite  arrangements 
will  be  made  to  put  their  powers  into  full  operation.  This  is 
urgently  to  be  desired,  as  valuable  lime  is  being  lost  as  far  as 
the  sufferers  from  this  dire  disease  are  concerned.  During 
the  past  year  a  further  order  has  been  issued  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  by  which  every  form  whatever  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  disease  shall  be  compulsorily  notified,  so  that  in  the 
future  a  constant  supervision  shall  be  exercised  over  the  dis¬ 
ease  in  every  possible  way. 

The  bacteriological  examinations  are  made,  under  arrange¬ 
ment,  by  the  University  of  Birmingham.  The  following  speci¬ 
mens  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the 
University  for  examination  in  suspected  cases  of  the  following 
diseases  : — Typhoid  fever  5,  diphtheria  41,  tuberculosis  3. 


U>  «-<  O  cO  00^4  OMn  4“  W  to  t-i  O  O  00^4  OM-ri  +*  Ow  to  -i  o  O  00^1  0>cn  4-  u»  to  —  o  cC  00^4  C>t-n  4-  oj  to  >->  O'O  CO-*4  crt-n 
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TABLE  V. 


Weekly  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  for  the  Year  i cji 2. 


WEEK 

Tuberculosis. 

Date  of 

Kn  ding. 

j  Scarlet 

I  Fever. 

I  Typhoid 
Fever. 

Erysipelas. 

.  d 

E  3 
1  2 
^  CJ 

Diphtheria. 

Puerperal 

Fever. 

Ophthal¬ 

mia. 

Acute  Poli¬ 

omyelitis. 

Cerebro- 

Spinal  Fev. 

Totals. 

1 

2 

c 

3 

Hospital 

Order. 

Poor  Law. 

January  6 

2 

2 

6 

13 

2 

I 

1,  20 

I 

I 

I 

I 

..  27 

I 

I 

February  3 

... 

3 

11  10 

I 

... 

I 

„  17 

I 

... 

I 

2 

n  24 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 

March  2 

3 

2 

■  >  9 

I 

I 

2 

3 

2 

I 

„  16 

... 

I 

I 

I.  23 

I 

1 

1,  30 

I 

April  6 

2 

..  13 

3 

3 

I 

„  20 

I 

1 

I 

27 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

May  4 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

2 

I 

,,  II 

I 

1 

I 

„  18 

I 

1 

I 

..  25 

J  une  1 

I 

n  8 

I 

••• 

1 

I 

I 

-  15 

I 

... 

I 

2 

..  22 

3 

r 

4 

I 

,1  29 

July  6 

2 

2 

•  * 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 

I 

..  13 

••• 

1,  20 

I 

I 

I 

2 

5 

»  27 

... 

August  3 

I 

.  .  . 

1 

I 

„  10 

I 

I 

2 

2 

17 

0 

... 

I 

, 

24 

I 

I 

1 

•  .  • 

3 

I 

-1  31 

X 

September  7 

I 

I 

2 

... 

14 

1 

I 

„  21 

.. 

I 

OO 

Ct 

2 

1 

7. 

I 

2 

October  5 

3 

I 

... 

1 

a 

5 

I 

n  12 

I 

2 

3 

2 

ti  19 

4 

2 

6  ; 

I 

n  26 

4 

2 

I 

7 

November  2 

4 

I 

1 

6 

2 

1 

..  9 

3 

2 

I 

6 

2 

n  16 

2 

2 

•  •  . 

4 

I 

n  23 

I 

I 

1 

... 

3 

4 

I 

1-  30 

3 

I 

1 

I 

6 

December  7 

3 

3 

1 

7 

»  14 

5 

I 

I 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

8 

I 

I 

I 

n  21 

2 

I 

3 

I 

n  28 

1 

... 

I 

... 

Totals 

64 

5 

24 

1 

23 

2 

2 

12 1 

57 

15 

8 

16 


Town  Planning 
Act. 


Water  Supply. 


THE  GENERAL  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY 

DEPARTMENT. 

The  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  increases  each  year, 
not  only  because  of  the  internal  growth  and  requirements  of 
the  district,  but  also  from  the  fresh  duties  imposed  upon  it  by 
new  regulations  which  are  issued  by  the  Central  Authority. 
During-  the  past  year  the  work  which  has  been  effected  by  my 
Inspectors  is  fully  shown  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report, 
which  I  append.  The  number  of  inspections  made  during  the 
year  was  upwards  of  5770.  The  carrying  out  of  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  is  almost  suffi¬ 
cient  itself  for  our  department  to  cope  with.  This  branch  of 
the  work  has  been  accomplished  with  very  little  friction  in 
dealing  with  the  property  owners ;  the  improvements  made  and 
the  defects  removed  cannot  but  be  beneficial  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  districts  where  they  Have  been  effected.  The  amount  of 
work  done  is  clearly  exhibited  in  tabular  form  by  the  Sanitary 
Officer.  I  may,  however,  briefly  state  that  13  houses  have  been 
demolished  as  being  unfit  for  habitation,  14  closing  orders  were 
issued,  g  of  which  were  carried  into  effect,  and  of  the  remainder 
the  requirements  were  complied  with  and  the  defects  made 
good.  Fifty-three  yards  were  either  newly-paved  or  the  pave¬ 
ments  repaired  where  that  was  considered  sufficient.  146  old 
privies  were  converted  into  water  closets,  and  all  newly-built 
houses  were  furnished  with  water  closets.  All  these  improve¬ 
ments  have  a  distinct  influence  on  the  general  health  of  the 
town. 

Our  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  during  the  year ; 
several  samples  taken  from  the  mains  were  subjected  to  analy¬ 
sis,  and  were  found  to  be  free  from  any  contamination  what¬ 
ever.  The  South  Staffordshire  Water  Company  appear  to 
take  every  possible  care  in  giving  a  good  and  plentiful  supply 
of  pure  wholesome  water.  During  the  year  9  wells  have  been 
closed,  and  there  are  now  only  53  wells  and  springs  in  use  in 
the  whole  of  our  area.  A  constant  supervision  is  kept  over 
these,  and,  as  time  goes  on,  and  it  is  found  necessary  for 
health  reasons,  they  will  all  be  gradually  closed. 

The  chemical  analyses  are  all  made  by  the  County 
Analyst  at  Worcester.  The  number  of  analyses  submitted 
was  22. 

Our  meat  supply  continues  to  receive  constant  attention, 


Meat  Supply. 


17 


Fish  Supply. 


Bake-houses. 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Schools. 


Overcrowding. 


and  as  far  as  lies  in  our  power  we  see  that  U'C  people  are  sup¬ 
plied  with  meat  of  a  sound  and  wholesome  eharacter.  The 
slaughter-houses  are  regularly  visited,  often  when  slaughter¬ 
ing  operations  are  proceeding,  and  in  a  number  of  instances, 
where  any  suspicion  was  aroused,  steps  were  taken  to  con¬ 
fiscate  certain  portions  of  the  animals  which  might  be  dele¬ 
terious  to  the  health  of  the  consumers.  The  slaughter-houses 
themselves  are  kept  in  a  much  better  and  cleaner  state  than 
formerly,  and  the  welfare  of  the  animals  is  looked  after  by 
their  being  kept  cleaner  and  under  more  satisfactory  condi¬ 
tions.  During  the  year  a  quantity  of  meat  has  been  volun¬ 
tarily  surrendered  to  us  by  the  butchers  themselves,  so  that 
we  may  consider  that  this  part  of  food  supply  is  now  carried 
on  under  very  favourable  conditions. 

The  fish  supply  also  is  under  constant  supervision.  We 
had  one  prosecution  during  the  year,  and  the  offender  was 
committed  to  prison  for  six  weeks.  Other  samples  of  a  doubt¬ 
ful  character  were  at  once  surrendered,  and  forthwith  destroyed 
without  any  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  vendors. 

The  bake-houses  are  regularly  visited  to  see  that  the  bye¬ 
laws  are  fully  carried  out,  and,  with  one  exception,  there  has 
been  little  or  no  cause  for  complaint. 

The  workshops  are  regularly  visited,  and  the  conditions 
generally  existing  are  of  a  satisfactory  nature.  The  employers 
are  always  willing  to  carry  out  any  suggestions  made  to  them 
on  behalf  of  their  employes. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  all  the  schools  are 
regularly  inspected,  and  our  requirements  are  fully  carried 
out.  There  is  always  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  water,  and 
the  schools  generally  are  kept  in  fairly  .  cleanly  condition. 
There  has  been  very  little  illness  in  the  schools  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  children  appear  to  be  generally  in  a  healthy  and 
vigorous  condition. 

There  have  been  19  cases  of  overcrowding  found,  which 
were  all  immediately  dealt  with  and  the  nuisance  abated.  There 
is  no  need  for  any  case  of  this  character  to  exist,  as  there  is  a 
plentiful  supply  of  house  accommodation  to  be  had  at  very 
reasonable  rents. 

There  is  constant  care  and  supervision  exercised  over  the 
dairies,  cowsheds,  and  premises  of  the  milk  vendors  in  our  area. 
The  taking  of  samples  and  testing  the  quality  of  the  milk  is  not 


Milk  Supply. 
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under  our  control,  and  I  consider  that  these  important  duties 
ought  to  he  exercised  by  our  authority,  and  not  by  that  of  the 
county.  We  are  on  the  spot,  and  if  we  were  empowered  we 
could  see  that  the  quality  sold  should  always  be  up  to  the 
standard  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  Central  Authority. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  AND  SCAVENGING. 

These  important  matters  are  under  the  joint  attention  of 
the  Sanitary  Department  and  the  Surveyor.  The  Sewage  Dis¬ 
posal  Works  are  now  working  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner, 
the  effluent  is  constantly  watched,  not  only  by  our  own  Sur¬ 
veyor  and  his  officers,  but  also  by  unfavourable  critics  in  an 
adjoining  county,  but  even  they  are  compelled  to  admit  that 
no  fault  can  now  be  found  with  the  work  done  and  the  results 
obtained. 

The  scavenging  still  continues  to  be  done  by  contractors, 
and  the  work  is  more  or  less  satisfactorily  carried  out.  There 
is  no  doubt,  in  my  opinion,  that  where  it  can  be  worked  it  is 
best  for  a  public  authority  to  carry  out  this  important  work 
itself. 

I  append  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  wherein  full  de¬ 
tails  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  will  be  found. 

I  also  include  the  report  of  the  Lady  Health  Missioner, 
which  will  be  found  very  instructive  and  full  of  interest. 

Abridged  Mortality  Statistics. 


Nett  death-rate 

13.6 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

Infantile  Mortality,  per 

Mortality  ... 

0.5 

1000  births 

128.0 

Phthisis  Mortality 

0.9 

Whooping  Cough 

Cancer  Mortality 

0.8 

Mortality 

0-5 

Respiratory  Mortality 

2  8 

Scarlet  Fever  Mortality 

0.0 

Zymotic  Mortality 

1.6 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

Total  Births 

io54 

Mortality  ... 

0.03 

Total  Deaths  ... 

453 

Enteric  Fever  Mor¬ 

Excess  of  Births  over 

tality 

0.03 

Deaths 

601 

Measles  Mortality 

0.09 

Feeding. 
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fiealib  inissloiKr’s  Report  of  Work  done 
during  1912. 


During-  the  year  1912  13  lectures  were  given  and  3154 

visits  were  paid,  a  summary  of  which  is  given  in  Table  I. 

INFANT  WORK. 

844  infants  were  visited  during  the  year,  and  owing  to  the 
Early  Notification  of  Births  Act,  most  of  these  were  visited 
within  a  fortnight  of  the  birth  ;  some  were  much  older  owing 
to  the  birth  having  occurred  in  another  district,  and  the  family 
moving  into  Oldbury  afterwards. 

In  dealing  with  this  portion  of  my  work  it  is  almost  im¬ 
possible  to  submit  to  you  data,  giving  definite  results.  Tables 
of  infantile  mortality  are  affected  by  so  many  causes  that  they 
are  almost  useless,  but  I  am  convinced  that  the  practical  and 
timely  instructions  I  have  been  able  to  give  have  prevented 
much  suffering,  and  even  loss  of  life.  In  many  instances  I 
have  been  able  to  persuade  the  mother  to  obtain  medical 
aid  much  sooner  than  she  would  otherwise  have  done  when  the 
infant  has  been  ailing,  and  so  prevent  that  indiscriminate 
dosing  of  the  child  with  so-called  “old-fashioned”  concoctions 
which  kindly  and  mis-guided  neighbours  recommend. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  a  great  improvement  in  the  feed¬ 
ing  of  the  infants  visited.  It  will  be  seen  by  Table  I.  that  of 
the  844  visited  706  were  breast-fed,  69  had  both  breast  and 
bottle  feeding,  and  48  only  were  nourished  entirely  on  arti¬ 
ficial  food,  and  21  did  not  live  long  enough  to  have  any  food. 

This  improvement  I  attribute  largely  to  the  Early  Noti¬ 
fication  of  Births  Act,  the  mothers  being  visited  earlier  than 
before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  and  by  this  means  a  great  deal 
of  artif,;ial  feed  has  been  prevented.  But  I  still  find  such 
things  as  boiled  bread,  water-gruel,  oatmeal,  rusks  and  bis¬ 
cuits,  and  meat  fibrous  enough  to  test  the  teeth  of  an  adult 
coming  in  the  dietary  of  young  infants.  But  in  general  I  find 
the  mothers  most  willing  and  anxious  to  perform  the  import- 
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anl  duty  of  suckling  their  children,  and  it  is  only  when  this  is 
found  to  be  impossible  that  artificial  feeding  is  resorted  to. 
A  great  many  of  the  mothers  make  the  mistake  of  suckling 
their  children  too  long,  and  it  is  quite  frequent  that  I  find 
children  nearly,  or  even  over,  two  years  old  still  at  the  breast, 
and  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  mother  to  realise  that  this  is  wrong, 
as  they  have  the  erroneous  idea  that  it  prevents  pregnancy. 

As  regards  the  illegitimate  children,  breast  feeding  is 
seldom  carried  on  longer  than  a  few  weeks,  the  mothers  being 
obliged  to  go  to  work  as  soon  as  possible.  But  these  children 
when  put  out  to  nurse  are  as  a  rule  well  looked  after  and  fairly 
well  nourished. 

There  are  not  so  many  of  the  “  tube  bottles  ”  in  use  as 
formerly ;  the  more  careful  and  self-respecting  class  of  mothers 
are  well  aware  of  the  danger  of  these  bottles.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  use,  and  still  more  the  abuse,  of  the  “  dummy  ”  is 
almost  universal,  and  doubtless  plays  an  important  part  in  the 
spread  of  such  diseases  as  diarrhoea  and  whooping  cough. 

MOTHERS’  WORK. 

The  1 27  mothers  given  in  Table  I.  as  working  are  those  who 
worked  during  pregnancy,  and  most  of  them  go  to  work  again 
as  soon  as  possible  after  the  birth  of  the  child.  In  a  few  cases 
I  have  been  able  to  persuade  the  married  women  to  stay  at 
home  and  look  after  their  homes  and  children. 

THE  HOME. 

The  domestic  conditions  of  some  of  the  homes  were  most 
unsatisfactory,  some  of  them  being  so  dirty  as  to  be  injurious 
to  the  health  of  the  children.  Poverty  is  nearly  always  pleaded 
as  an  excuse,  but  I  find  that  bad  management  and  lack  of 
method  is  often  the  real  cause. 

Poverty  and  ignorance  are  the  two  greatest  barriers  I 
have  to  contend  with.  I  have  often  felt  it  to  be  cruel  irony 
to  suggest  to  the  mother  that  her  child  requires  more  nourish¬ 
ment,  knowing  that  both  parents  were  denying  themselves  and 
suffering  hardships  in  order  that  the  child  might  have  the 
small  amount  that  was  then  sustaining  it. 

The  first  year  of  a  child’s  life  often  decides  its  physical 
and  moral  future,  and  if  we  could  direct  more  attention  to  this 
period,  and  obtain  lor  necessitous  cases  a  good  supply  of 
nourishing  food,  the  expenditure  of  either  time  or  money  would, 
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Diseases. 
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liirths. 


I  firmly  believe,  be  amply  repaid  in  a  stronger,  healthier,  and 
more  moral  manhood  and  womanhood.  Ignorance  can  be, 
and  is  being,  met  and  fought  against,  but  poverty  needs 
special  treatment.  There  is  a  great  need  in  Oldbury  for  some 
charitable  agency  in  this  direction. 

The  question  of  fresh  air  is  one  of  vital  importance,  and 
here  again  it  is  mainly  ignorance  against  which  I  have  to  fight ; 
in  some  homes  the  bedrooms  are  almost  hermetically  sealed, 
the  windows  are  seldom  opened,  and  occasionally  cannot  be 
opened,  and  the  air  becomes  foetid  and  poisonous,  and  the  in¬ 
jury  to  the  health  soon  becomes  apparent  in  the  unhealthy 
complexion  of  mother  and  child,  but  still  there  is  an  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  previous  year,  and  the  improvement,  though  slow, 
is  growing. 

A  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported 
to  Dr.  Buttery,  also  cases  where  the  bedroom  windows  would 
not  open,  and  where  the  house  walls  were  damp  and  dilapi¬ 
dated.  The  overcrowding  reported  by  no  means  indicates  the 
amount  there  is  in  the  district.  And  it  is  not  always  when 
inquiries  are  made  as  to  the  number  of  persons  inhabiting  a 
house  that  the  correct  number  is  given,  otherwise  more  cases 
would  be  reported. 

DEATH  VISITS. 

121  deaths  were  inquired  into  during  the  year,  and  it  wall 
be  seen  from  Table  II.  that  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases 
head  the  list,  and  these  are  higher  than  the  previous  year,  this 
is  probably  due  to  the  cold  and  wet  summer. 

The  deaths  from  diarrhoeal  diseases  were  only  14,  which 
number  is  considerably  below  that  of  the  previous  year.  The 
climatic  conditions  during  the  summer  months  were  such  as 
would  favour  a  low  death-rate  from  these  diseases,  as  the 
germs  apparently  remain  quiescent  during  cold  periods  and 
undergo  recrudescence  during  warm  weather. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases  inquired  into  during  the 
year  were  : — Measles  1,  whooping  cough  8,  but  these  numbers 
do  not  by  any  means  indicate  the  number  of  infants  who  suffer 
from  these  diseases. 

This  factor  each  year  helps  to  considerably  swell  our  in¬ 
fantile  mortality  rate,  and  it  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that 
mothers  do  not  exercise  sufficient  care  over  their  mode  of 
living  and  working  during  pregnancy. 


INSURANCE 


It  will  be  seen  by  Table  II.  that  a  great  many  of  the 
babies  that  died  were  insured,  but  the  inquiries  I  made  as  to 
this  proved  that  a  great  many  of  the  women  paid  into  “  burial 
clubs  ”  quite  as  much  for  the  yearly  dividend  as  for  the  burial 
fee. 

MIDWIVES. 

During  the  year  56  visits  were  paid  to  midwives  to  ascer¬ 
tain  that  strict  cleanliness  is  observed  in  their  homes  and  with 
regard  to  their  work,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  advice  as 
to  the  best  method  of  doing  their  work.  I  am  pleased  to  re¬ 
cord  the  fact  that  they  show  an  increasing  appreciation  of  the 
efforts  made  in  their  interest  towards  the  improvement  of  their 
work. 


LOUISE  WOODFIELD. 


TABLE  1.— SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  DURING  YEAR  1912. 
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flnnuaURcport  of  ihc  Sanltarp  Inspector. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  the  annunl  report  of  the  sanitary 
work  completed  in  the  district  during  the  year  ending  Dec. 
31st,  1912. 

I  have  to  report  that  continued  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  which  has  effected  a 
gradual  improvement  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  There  is  now  plenty  of  good  house  accommodation  with 
good  sanitary  surroundings,  and  no  new  houses  have  been 
erected  during  the  year. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.,  ACT, 

1909. 

The  working  of  this  Act  has  been  steadily  maintained,  and 
house-to-house  inspection  carefully  carried  out,  and  the  results 
of  the  work  have  been  reported  to  the  Housing  Committee  each 
month.  482  houses  and  premises  were  inspected,  and  720  de¬ 
fects  found  and  remedied;  190  houses  were  made  fit  for 
occupation,  13  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  occupa¬ 
tion,  14  closing  orders  were  made  by  the  Council,  and  9  orders 
became  operative ;  90  defects  were  remedied  after  closing 

orders  were  made,  8  closing  orders  were  determined,  and  13 
houses  were  demolished. 

Apart  from  the  inspections  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act,  1909,  109  houses  were  rendered  fit  for  habita¬ 
tion,  601  defects  having  been  found.  Also  there  have  been  19 
cases  of  overcrowding  abated.  There  were  146  privies  con¬ 
verted  into  water  closets,  and  1 1  additional  water  closets 
provided,  48  have  been  repaired  and  put  in  proper  working- 
order  and  condition,  and  20  ash-pits  reconstructed  or  repaired. 

This  important  branch  of  sanitary  work  is  pursued  with 
vigilant  attention,  and  where  necessary  the  drains  are  care¬ 
fully  tested;  120  drains  have  been  laid  or  re-laid,  12  drains 
repaired,  trapped,  or  ventilated,  125  obstructed  drains  dealt 
with,  and  25  sanitary  lavatories  and  sinks  have  been  rectified. 
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Infectious 

Disease. 


Food. 


We  have  inquired  into  and  reported  upon  121  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  diseases,  and  where  they  were  not  removed  to  hospital 
regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  of  the  patients  to  ascer¬ 
tain  what  precautions  were  being  taken  and  what  measures  of 
isolation  adopted.  We  have  fumigated  and  disinfected  go 
houses  (or  parts  thereof),  which  were  afterwards  stripped, 
cleansed,  and  limewashed  according  to  the  instructions  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  anti  ioj  lots  of  bedding  were  dis¬ 
infected  or  destroyed. 

The  market,  shops,  and  slaughter-houses  have  been  regu¬ 
larly  inspected,  and  a  quantity  of  meat  and  fish  has  been 
surrendered  to  us,  but  in  one  case  we  seized  a  quantity  of  fish, 
which  was  dealt  with  by  the  justices,  and  the  owner  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  six  weeks’  imprisonment  without  the  option  of  a  fine. 
The  amount  of  unsound  food  condemned  and  destroyed  was  : 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lb: 

Beef  . 

1 

1 

21 

Fish  . 

5 

2 

21 

Crabs  . 

0 

0 

16 

Hams  and  Pork... 

0 

1 

7 

Internal  Organs... 

0 

X 

0 

7  •••  3  •••  9 


Water  Supply. 


Dairies, 
Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops. 


We  have  a  bountiful  and  continuous  supply  of  water  for 
domestic  purposes  in  the  township,  and  every  facility  is  granted 
to  the  inhabitants  in  its  distribution  by  the  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company.  We  have  taken  24  samples  of  water 
for  analysis,  8  wells  were  closed  as  polluted,  and  1  disused 
well  has  been  abolished.  157  houses  have  been  supplied  with 
water  from  the  company’s  mains  during  the  year.  There  are 
but  few  shallow  wells  now  existing  in  the  district. 

The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  are  regularly  in¬ 
spected  and  the  orders  duly  enforced,  and  the  cowkeepers  are 
instructed  with  regard  to  the  cleanliness  and  ventilation  of  the 
cowsheds,  and  rdso  to  the  grooming  of  the  cattle  and  the 
cleanly  condition  of  the  operatives  and  utensils  when  milking. 
The  purveyors  of  milk  are  also  instructed  to  keep  all  utensils 
in  which  milk  is  stored  covered,  so  that  it  may  be  properly 
protected  from  any  pollution.  We  have  53  registered  cow- 


27 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Scavenging. 


Sanitary 

Inspection. 


sheds  and  38  dairies  in  the  district,  and  96  purveyors  of  milk.  ’ 
There  have  been  21  contraventions  of  the  Acts,  Orders,  and 
Bye-laws  dealt  with,  and  3  cowsheds  have  been  reconstructed 
and  made  to  conform  with  the  Orders  during  the  year.  There 
are  approximately  320  milking  cows  in  the  district. 

There  are  now  139  registered  workshops  and  work-places 
in  the  district,  27  of  which  are  bake-houses.  These  are  regu¬ 
larly  inspected,  14  having  been  certified  for  limewashing,  and 
3  other  nuisances  found  and  dealt  with.  The  out-workers’ 
homes  and  premises  have  also  been  visited. 

The  work  of  nightsoil  removal  is  done  by  contractors,  and 
consists  in  the  removal  of  all  fecal  matter  from  the  privies,  and 
the  cleansing  of  the  ash-bins  of  ashes  and  house  refuse.  The 
old  middens  are  being  converted  into  water  closets,  and  no 
new  privies  have  been  built  for  some  time.  The  contents  of 
the  dry  ash-bins  are  removed  in  the  day-time  and  at  weekly 
intervals. 

There  are  approximately  1767  privies  in  the  district,  in 
which  total  is  included  1 1  moveable  receptacles  and  5493  water 
closets,  in  which  is  included  37  waste  water  closets.  The  yards 
and  premises  are  regularly  disinfected  where  it  appears  likely 
for  any  nuisance  to  occur,  and  the  courts  are  cleansed. 

We  have  made  5770  inspections  during  the  year,  and  have 
interviewed  owners,  house  agents,  builders,  contractors,  and 
others  interested  in  properties  to  advise  in  the  execution  of 
works  of  reconstruction,  renovation,  and  repair. 

CANAL  BOATS  INSPECTION. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  of 
the  working  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  during  the  year  ending 
Dec.  31st,  1912. 

I  have  to  report  that  a  regular  and  vigilant  inspection  has 
been  made  of  all  canal  boats  plying  in  the  district,  and  the 
general  condition  of  the  boats  has  been  fairly  good,  although 
in  some  instances  we  have  found  boats  which,  by  reason  of 
age,  have  not  been  in  so  good  a  condition  as  we  could  have 
wished. 

During  the  year  we  have  inspected  263  canal  boats,  227 
of  which  were  conforming  to  the  Acts  and  Regulations,  but 
36  boats  were  infringing  the  Acts  and  Regulations. 

The  total  number  for  which  the  cabins  were  registered  to 


28 


accommodate  was  882,  and  the  number  of  adults  occupying 
the  cabins  was  532 — male  adults  372  and  female  adults  160, 
children  of  school  age  104,  and  children  under  school  age  94, 
the  total  number  of  persons  in  occupation  being  730.  The  ages 
and  sexes  of  the  children  are  given  in  the  table  beneath  : — 

under 

Ages...  15  14  13  12  [i  10  q  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1  1  year. 

Boys...  26116547  565446949 

Girls...  -  2  -  7  8  8  6  5  b  5  7  13  10  10  7  11 

During  our  inspections  the  following  contraventions  of 
the  Acts  and  Regulations  were  found  : — 

Absence  of  certificate  8,  certificate  not  identifying  owner 
and  boat  1,  marking  and  lettering  4,  overcrowding  r,  females 
over  1 2  improperly  occupying  1,  cleanliness  1,  painting  7, 
ventilation  2,  dilapidations  20,  removal  of  bilge  water  1,  with¬ 
out  pump  1,  no  proper  water  vessel  6.  In  each  case  the  usual 
notice  was  served,  and  where  possible  the  owners  were  ap¬ 
proached  and  informed  of  the  condition  of  their  boats.  The 
defects  aforementioned  have  been  remedied,  and,  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  request  of  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats, 
we  have  endeavoured  to  trace  the  fate  of  some  of  the  old  boats, 
but  without  much  success,  as  there  is  a  great  difficulty  in 
tracing  them  after  they  have  left  the  district;  in  one  case  at 
our  instance  one  boat  has  been  taken  from  the  register.  We 
find  in  our  regular  visits  that  the  number  of  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  who  live  in  the  boats  is  gradually  decreasing,  although 
the  children  as  a  rule  seem  healthier  than  those  of  a  similar 
class  who  live  wholly  in  the  town. 

I  am  pleased  to  say  that  we  have  not  been  refused  admit¬ 
tance  to  any  boat  at  any  time,  and  there  has  been  no  friction 
between  the  captains  of  the  boats  and  ourselves,  but  a  general 
desire  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  which  we  have  given. 

Mr.  O.  Llewellyn,  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats, 
made  his  usual  visit,  and  gave  us  his  helpful  assistance  and 
advice  for  the  better  carrying  out  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Acts,  which  we  have  found  to  be  most  practical  and  useful. 

We  have  found  no  case  of  infectious  disease  on  any  of 
the  boats  during  the  year. 
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I  present  a  statistical  supplement  of  canal  boat  inspection, 
also  a  tabulated  summary  of  sanitary  work  completed  in  the 
district. 

Gentlemen,  I  am 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  H.  ROBBINS, 
Sanitary  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector. 


Tabular  Summary  of  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1912. 


No. 

No.  of  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

No.  of  inspections  ...  ...  ...  •••  577° 

No.  of  preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  493 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  .  •  3 

No.  of  statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  1 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act,  1909 — 

No.  of  houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  no 

No.  of  houses  inspected  ...  ...  ...  482 

No.  represented  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  13 

No.  of  closing  orders  made  by  the  local  authority  14 


No.  of  closing  orders  that  became  operative  ...  9 

No.  of  defects  remedied  without  closing  orders...  720 

No.  of  defects  remedied  after  closing  orders  ...  90 

No.  of  closing  orders  determined  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  13 

No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15  — 

No.  of  orders  to  execute  works  under  Section  15 

complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  yards  paved  or  re-paved  ...  ...  53 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  19 

Apart  from  the  inspections  under  the  Housing  Act,  109 
houses  have  been  rendered  fit  for  habitation  in  which  were 


found  601  defects. 

House  Drains — 

No.  laid  or  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

No.  trapped,  ventilated,  and  repaired  ...  ...  12 

No.  of  obstructed  drains  dealt  with  ...  ..  125 

No.  of  house  drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  6 
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No.  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks,  and  urinals 

rectified  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  5 

No.  of  urinals  on  licensed  premises  inspected  ...  41 

weekly 

Water  Closets— 

No.  of  additional  w.c’s  provided  ...  ...  11 

No.  repaired,  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  water  48 

Privies  and  Ash-pits — 

No.  of  additional  privies  and  ash-pits  provided... 

No.  of  pail  closets  and  privies  converted  to  w.c’s  146 
No.  converted  to  pail  closets...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  ash-pits  repaired  ...  ...  ...  20 

Scavenging — 

No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  was  removed  ...  7896 

No.  of  privies  and  ash-pits  cleansed  ...  ...  9678 

No.  of  portable  receptacles  cleansed  ...  ...  147,998 

How  often  is  house  refuse  removed  ...  ...  weekly 

Offensive  Trades — 

No.  under  observation  ...  ...  ...  3 

No.  improperly  conducted  ...  ...  ...  — 

Water  Supply — 

No.  of  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  — - 

No.  of  wells  closed  as  polluted  ...  ...  8 

No.  of  disused  wells  abolished  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  during 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

No.  of  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  24 

Slaughter-Houses — 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

No.  licensed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

No.  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  10 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...  weekly 

Cases  of  slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises  re¬ 
ported  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Are  bye-laws  in  force  thoroughly  carried  out  ...  yes 
Factories  and  Workshops — 

No.  under  inspection  ...  ...  ...  139 

No.  certified  for  lime-washing  by  Inspector  ...  14 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...half-yearly 
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No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nui¬ 
sances 

No.  of  out-workers’  premises  inspected 
Purveyors  of  Milk — 

No.  of 
Dairies — 


io 

96 


No.  registered 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders,  a 
laws  dealt  with 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 
No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  dealt  with 
Approximate  number  of  milking  cows  in 


38 

nd  Bye- 

21 

..  quarterly 
district  320 


Cowsheds — 

No.  registered  ...  ...  ...  _  ^ 

No.  of  infected  milk  supplies  reported...  ...  _ 

At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected  ...  ...quarterly 

Canal  Boats — 


No.  of  certificates  renewed 

No.  of  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  other- 
wise) 

No.  of  contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations 
dealt  with 

Lodging-Houses — 

No.  on  register 
No.  regularly  inspected 
No.  cleansed  and  repaired 
At  what  intervals  is  each  inspected 
Food — 

No.  of  seizures  as  unfit  for  consumption 
Amount  destroyed  as  unfit  for  consumption 
Amount  voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  for  con¬ 
sumption 

Animals  Kept  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance — 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  on  notice 
Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse — 

No.  of  removals 
Infectious  Disease — 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease 
Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected  or  de¬ 
stroyed 

No.  of  cases  removed  to  hospital 


263 

52 


weekly 


1 

8cwt. 


3cwt. 


3 

90 

101 

39 


32 


Statistical  Summary  of  the  Working:  of  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  for  the 
year  ending:  December  31st,  1912. 

263  canal  boats  were  inspected  registered  for  882 
adults. 


227  canal  boats  were  conforming  with  the  Acts  and 
Local  Government  Regulations. 


Total 

number  occupying  cabins 

730 

Details  of  Occupation — 

Male  adults 

372 

Female  adults 

160 

Children  of  school  age 

104 

Children  under  school  ace 

94 

Details  Showing  Numbers  Infringing  the 

Acts 

AND 

Regulations — 

No.  of 

cases 

No.  of  cases 

met  with. 

remedied 

8 

Absence  of  certificate 

... 

8 

1 

Certificate  not  identifying 

owner 

with 

boat 

1 

4 

Marking 

3 

1 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Females  over  12  improperly 

occupying. . . 

1 

1 

Cleanliness 

1 

7 

Painting 

6 

O 

Ventilation 

2 

20 

Dilapidation 

20 

I 

Removal  of  bilge  water 

1 

I 

Without  pump 

1 

6 

No  proper  water  vessel 

7 

— 

_ 

53  total  cases  met  with.  Total  cases  remedied  52 


No. 

of  printed  notice  forms  issued 

36 

No. 

of  notices  attended  to 

34 

No. 

still  corresponding  about 

I 

